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Introduction

Since the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, there has been
an influx of Red Sea and Indo-Pacific species into the Medi-
terranean Sea, a phenomenon known as Lessepsian migra-

tion. Over the past decades, 74 Lessepsian fish species have
been recorded in the Mediterranean (Golani, 2010), with six
of these species reaching the north-eastern Aegean Sea

(Turker-Cakir and Metin, 2012).
The bluespotted cornetfish F. commersonii R€uppell, 1835,

a reef-associated species of minor importance to commercial

fisheries, is widely distributed in the East Pacific, from
Mexico to Panama, in southern Japanese, Australian and
New Zealand waters, in East African waters, and in the Red

Sea (Froese and Pauly, 2012). First recorded in Israeli waters
of the Mediterranean in January 2000, it was classified as a
new Lessepsian migrant (Golani, 2000).
This paper presents the first record and description of the

Lessepsian migrant bluespotted cornetfish F. commersonii
R€uppell, 1838 (Fistulariidae) in the north-eastern Aegean
Sea.

Materials and methods

On 8 October 2010, a bluespotted cornetfish specimen was
caught by trammel net in coastal Edremit Bay (north-eastern
Aegean Sea, Turkey) at about 60 m depth, on a rocky
bottom interspersed with sandy patches. The specimen was

identified and deposited in the collection of the Zoological
Museum of Balıkesir University (ZDBAU ⁄ PM 106).

Results

The specimen had the typical diagnostic features of

F. commersonii [i.e. 15 dorsal, 14 anal, 14 pectoral, and 6
pelvic fin rays; no elongated body plates along the dorsal
midline in front of and behind the dorsal fin (Golani,

2000)]. This species can be distinguished from all other Med-
iterranean similar-bodied fish by its very long tubular
mouth, extremely elongated body shape and whip-like fila-
mented caudal middle rays. F. commersonii is brownish-to-

olive in colour, with rows of blue spots and a pair of blue

stripes along the back, a white belly, and orange crested fins
transparent at the base.
Total length (TL) of the captured F. commersonii was

TL = 53.9 cm, standard length SL = 51.5 cm and total
weight 68.8 g.
For comparative purposes, some morphometrical and

meristic measurements of all F. commersonii specimens
described to date from the Mediterranean Sea are also given
(Table 1); most of the measurements are in agreement with

previously reports.

Discussion

In 2001 the bluespotted cornetfish was reported to be highly
abundant in the waters off the Island of Rhodes (south-east-
ern Aegean Island; Corsini et al., 2002). It was then recorded

on the Anatolian coast of Turkey (Bilecenoglu et al., 2002;
G€oko�glu et al., 2002), southern Italy (Azzuro et al., 2004),
Tunisian coast (Ben Souissi et al., 2004), Rafraf locality

(Charfi-Cheikhrouha, 2004), the Strait of Sicily (Fiorentino
et al., 2004), Chalkidiki Peninsula (Karachle et al., 2004) and
the Gulf of Castellammare (Pipitone et al., 2004), Monte

Argentario (Micarelli et al., 2006) Beirut, Bebnine and Saida
(El-Assi, 2006); _Iskenderun Bay (Dalyan, 2006), Antalya Gulf
(G€ulyavuz et al., 2006), and many other locations depicted in
Fig. 1 and presented in Table 1. Because of its rapid spread

throughout the Mediterranean it was nicknamed the ‘Lessep-
sian sprinter’ (Karachle et al., 2004). There are many records
of the bluespotted cornetfish on the Aegean Sea coast, how-

ever, there is no certainty as to whether the species has estab-
lished a population in the Levantine basin despite the
abundance and rapid rate of northward expansion in the past

10 years in Aegean waters. In any event, the impact of the
possible successful colonization by these and other exotic fish
species would, at a minimum, represent a significant change
in the composition of the native ichthyofauna.
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