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Abstract.  
The Erasmus+ Programme has a significant role in higher education. It encourages and supports the 

development of academic life, and the international circuit of educational, scientific, or cultural values. This 
paper seeks to present some aspects of Erasmus+ Programme, the advantages and disadvantages of Erasmus 
experience, various forms of cooperation between schools and universities, as well as the financial structure of 
the budget. 
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  1. Introduction 
 

The Erasmus + Programme is built on the achievements of almost 30 years of European 
programmes in the field of education, and it is associated with the mobility for young people and 
youth workers, capacity-building projects in the field of youth, and the participation of teachers in 
international meetings, conferences and events that promote dialogue between young students and 
decision-makers. At European level, the European Commission is ultimately responsible for the 
implementation of the Erasmus+ Programme, for managing the budget and setting priorities, targets 
and criteria for the Programme on an on-going basis. 

The Erasmus + Programme has an European dimension, but also an international dimension by 
supporting the modernisation, the reform processes and the strategies in higher education. In the 
Partner Countries involved in the Erasmus+ Programme (Western Balkans, Eastern and Southern 
Mediterranean countries, Russia and Central Asia), the National Teams of Higher Education Reform 
Experts provide some expertise to local authorities and universities. 

There are many Erasmus + projects and the following names may be used for some projects 
targeting a specific sector, in addition to the common „Erasmus+” brand name, as follows25: 

 „Erasmus+: Comenius”, in relation to the activities of the Programme exclusively related 
to the field of school education;  

 „Erasmus+: Erasmus”, in relation to the activities of the Programme exclusively related to 
the field of higher education and targeting Programme Countries;  

 „Erasmus+: Erasmus Mundus”, in relation to the Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters Degrees;  

 „Erasmus+: Leonardo da Vinci", in relation to the activities of the Programme exclusively 
related to the field of vocational education and training;  

 „Erasmus+: Grundtvig”, in relation to the activities of the Programme exclusively related 
to the field of adult learning;  

                                                 
25 http://ec.europa.eu/education - Erasmus+ Programme Guide 2016, p. 8 
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 „Erasmus+: Youth in Action”, in relation to the activities of the Programme exclusively 
related to the field of youth non-formal and informal learning;  

 „Erasmus+: Jean Monnet”, in relation to the activities of the Programme exclusively 
associated with the field of European Union studies;  

 „Erasmus+: Sports”, in relation to the activities of the Programme exclusively related to the 
field of sport.  

There are many students, teachers and stakeholders involved in Erasmus + projects and various 
forms of cooperation between EU universities and other non-EU schools, such as: Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia and Turkey. According to European official statistics, there are more than 3 
200 higher education institutions in 33 countries in Europe, which participate in Erasmus student and 
staff exchanges. 
 

2. Literature Review 
   
The paper has based its conclusions on the following papers and researches: 
Krzaklewska E. and Krupnik S. (2008) presented in their paper „The Role of the Erasmus 

Programme in Enhancing Intercultural Dialogue. Presentation of the Results from the Erasmus 
Student Network Survey 2007” the importance of Erasmus Programme and the analysis of students’ 
values and world views about EU projects. They make a clear point about how the mobility of people 
and resources in higher education has a distinct role in developing the intercultural dialogue within 
academia. The Erasmus programme is open to the EU Member States, the three EEA countries 
(Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway) and to Turkey (as candidate country). This article focus on the 
students’ opinion and their motivation to go abroad to study. The above mentioned authors wanted to 
analyze if Erasmus Programme allows people to network and meet and also the importance of the 
social dimension of the internship. The conclusion of their research was that the effects of the 
exchange are positive and the students become more open-minded and they developed a global 
identity.  

 Hendershot K. and Sperandio J. (2009) are writing about the phenomenon of globalization 
and the students’ perceptions of the development of their global citizen identity within the 
international context. They think that „educational leaders must consider that 21st century students 
have to prepare to live and work in an increasingly complex world. An educated person may need to 
develop the knowledge base, skills, and attitudes required to function in and contribute to a global 
society (p.45).” Thus, most of the schools, colleges, and universities in the United States are 
developing specialized curricula designed to educate students for the global citizenship. However, the 
experiences with other cultures and places gained through program-organized study abroad were 
perceived as being the most important element in students’ education. 

The Erasmus Impact Study Regional Analisys was published by EU in February 2016 with 
new information about the effects of the Erasmus on the personality, skills and career of students of 
European Regions and how the mobility influences European identity and relationships. This new 
study analyses the regional trends in the effects of student mobility under the Erasmus programme and 
the results indicate that in Eastern Europe, students primarily choose to go abroad to improve their 
foreign language skills as well as to broaden their career prospects. In all European regions, more than 
80% of the Erasmus students feel that their European attitude has been strengthened by mobility 
(p.20). 

 
 3. Advantages And Disadvantages of the Erasmus+ Programme 
 

There are many advantages for students and teachers involved in the Erasmus + Programme, 
such as: 

- The possibility to live abroad and meet new people; 
- The wish to meet new people and broaden career prospects in home country; 
- The opportunity to develop language and soft skills and broaden career prospects abroad; 
- The possibility to receive a grant especially in Eastern Europe; 
- The chance to increase employability; 
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- The improvement of communication skills and team working skills; 
- The possibilty to improve the future careers and social lives, etc. 
The Erasmus experience is important for students for the expression of their personality traits 

and skills related to employability and also for their personality. According to The Erasmus Impact 
Study: Regional Analysis publised by EU in early 2016, the highest percent of Erasmus students who 
perceived an improvement of their personality traits was observed in Spain, Portugal, Romania, 
Bulgaria, the United Kingdom and Estonia.  

Also, funding is important for young students and Erasmus grants are specifically important for 
students from Hungary, Estonia, Romania, Poland and the United Kingdom. According to EU oficial 
statistics26, the Erasmus grants influenced students’ career decisions most frequently in Hungary 
(71%), Estonia (69%), Romania (68%), Poland (67%) and the United Kingdom (64%), and least often 
in Denmark, the Netherlands and Germany. 

The Disadvantages of the Erasmus + Programme 
There are some disadvantages for the Erasmus students, such as: financial issues such as 

low-value grants, recognition and problems regarding the compatibility of courses and projects within 
the credit system, the lack of information or support within home institution, insufficient information 
about the Erasmus programme, terrorist attacks, etc. In the last decades, both teachers and students 
faced with the bureaucracy in EU projects and Erasmus + Programme. Most of the teachers and 
students observed the bureaucratic elements of application and registration forms, letters and 
agreements. The Erasmus Impact Study published by EU in 2014 revealed some important aspects of 
European bureaucracy. In this study, many participants, however, stated that the bureaucracy related to 
the programme could be improved. The students asked for more money, more job placement 
opportunities and more integration in the EU job markets and the academic staff asked for more 
formal recognition and better support for their mobility. 

 
  4. The Financial Structure of the Erasmus + Programme Budget 
 

According to the EU Regulation, the Erasmus+ Programme is opened to EU Member States, 
EFTA/EEA countries, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey, but also to 
partner countries, such as:  

 Western Balkans (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo3, Montenegro, Serbia); 

 Eastern Partnership Countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, 
Territory of Ukraine as recognised by international law); 

 Russian Federation (Territory of Russia as recognised by international law); 

 South-Mediterranean countries (Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, 
Morocco, Palestine, Syria, Tunisia). 

The total amount of the funds available in 2016 to finance activities supported by the 
Erasmus+ Programme is 2,229,266,699 € divided between: Education and Training, Youth, Jean 
Monnet activities and Sport. The structure of the Erasmus+ Budget could be observed in the table 
below: 

 
Table no. 1: The Financial Structure of the Erasmus + Programme Budget 

 

Revised Budget Erasmus+ 2016 Budget Lines Total Amount Euro 
Education And Training 15 02 01 1,941,976,892 
Youth 15 02 01 02 211,850,882 
Jean Monnet 15 02 02 41,298,959 
Sport 15 02 03 34,139,966 

TOTAL  2,229,266,699 
Source: Http://Ec.Europa.Eu/Dgs/Education_Culture - Amendment of the 2016 Annual Work Programme for the 
Implementation Of 'Erasmus+': The Union ProgrammefFor Education, Training, Youth and Sport, p. 90. 

 

                                                 
26 http://ec.europa.eu/education- The Erasmus Impact Study: Regional Analysis, p. 27 



166 

We have noticed from the Erasmus + Programme budget that most of the funds are allocated to 
the education and training activities and smaller amounts are destined to Jean Monnet or sport 
activities. The budget allocation per each country is presented in the table below: 

 
Table no. 2: The Budget Country Allocation – Education and Training  

 

 

 
Source: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture - Amendment of the 2016 Annual Work Programme  

for the Implementation of 'Erasmus+' Programme, p. 101 
 
Where, the indicators are: 
KA1 – The Learning Mobility of the Individuals 
KA2 – The Cooperation for Innovation and the Exchange of Good Practices 
In our research, we collected the data about the implementation of the different actions within 

the Erasmus+ Programme. The total Erasmus+ Programme budget is around 14.7 billion € allocated 
for the period 2014 –2020. According to EU practice, the following codes are applied to indicate the 
distribution of the budget: 
 KA1 – Mobility Of Higher Education Students and Staff 
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 KA2 – Other Types Of Mobility (VET, School Education, Adult Education and Youth)  
KA3 – Structured Dialogue Meetings 
Others – Jean Monnet Activities, Sports, etc.  

 
Table no. 3: The Distribution of the Budget According to the Different Actions  

MAİN ACTİONS Percentage (%) 
KA1 63 
KA2 28 
KA3 4 

Others 5 
Source: EU reports and authors own work 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture/more_info/awp/index_en.htm?page=1&mxi=5 
 

We noticed in the table no.3 that most of the funds are allocated to the mobility of teachers and 
students and little amount for the structured dialogue meetings in the total Erasmus+ Programme 
budget. 
 
  5. Conclusion 
 

In our paper we have presented the impact of the Erasmus programme on students, teachers and 
the European regions. We consider that Erasmus experience is significant for the entire academic 
community both at individual and institutional levels. The Erasmus experience is an oportunity for 
young students to develop their global citizen identity within the international context. The Erasmus + 
Programme has a significant role in higher education, due to the modern techniques and methodology. 
It can offer the international experience and the possibility to adapt to and act in new situations. We 
have found that education and training activities have an important percentage in the total Erasmus+ 
Programme budget and the indicator KA1 represents arround 2/3 of the budget.  

Most of the Erasmus students are optimistic regarding the expected improvement of their 
personality through a mobility experience. We think that the Erasmus students haved an advantage 
over non-mobile students in terms of employability even before going abroad. 
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